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Vous étes gracieusement invité i honorer de votre

présence la repré

ronage de M. le Consul de France, Dimanche 9 Septem-
bre au Cinéma ,SOLEIL“ au profit de la Croix Rouge
Frangaise,

La représentation commence i 8 heures précises

La présente invitation tiendra lien de carte ‘Entrée.
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Type: Movie Theater Charity

Overprints: “Cinema Soleil Au Profit de Orphelins de la Guerre” (For War Orphans’
Benefit) is Printed.

Description: This Stamp Was Printed for War Orphan’s Benefit to be used at “Soli
Cinema” (Later Called Khorshid Cinema) in Tabriz. This Was The First Movie
Theatre Built in Tabriz in 1900 and Closed in 1916.

Denomination: 1 Chahi
Color: Black/Red/Blue
(Sasan Baharaeen & Gordon Brooks, Revenue Stamps of Iran, 2019, Vol 2, P. 731).
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History of cinema in Iran:

Muzaffar al-Din Shah Qajar on his first trip to Europe, which lasted seven months; On
Sunday, July 8, 1900 in the city of Contrexville, France, he got acquainted with the
emerging phenomenon of cinema. (Mobarak's Imperial Travelogue, the first newspaper
of Muzaffar al-Din Shah to Farang, Bombay: Mostafavi Press, November 1903, p. 107).
There he orders Mirza Ibrahim Khan Sani al-Saltanah (court photographer) to buy
cinema equipment. After buying a Movie camera, about a month after Mozaffaruddin
Shah's first viewing of the cinema, on Tuesday, August 14, 1900. A flower festival is
held in the Belgian coastal town of Ostend, with photographer Mirza Ibrahim Khan
filming Muzaffaruddin Shah. (Jamal Omid, History of Iranian Cinema, 1900-1979,
Tehran: Rozaneh Publications, First, 1995, p. 21).

“Soleil” Cinema, the first Iranian cinema hall in Tabriz:

The first cinema hall in Iran called " Soleil Cinema" (Sun) was established in 1900 by
French Catholic (Lazarist) missionaries in Tabriz. (4 years before Mirza Ebrahim Khan
Sahafbashi took action to establish the first public cinema hall in October 1905 on
Cheragh Gaz Street in Tehran.) Mr. Alek Saginian is known as the founder of this
cinema. This cinema in Tabriz Passage Alley (located in the former Pahlavi Street),
with a capacity of 100 spectators, showed a movie every day. Eventually, the cinema
was closed in 1916 due to lack of access to movies of the day. This was the history of
the establishment of the first cinema in Iran by French (non-Iranian) missionaries.
(Jamal Omid, History of Iranian Cinema, 1900-1979, Tehran: Rozaneh Publications,
First, 1995, p. 100).



"Soleil Cinema" Stamp:

Since the beginning of the arrival of "cinema" in Iran during the period of Muzaffar al-
Din Shah Qajar, stamps have played a role as part of the financial receipt for entering
the cinema hall.

Spectators who were interested in watching the film at the "Soleil Cinema" were
allowed to attend the hall in exchange for paying one Chabhi, the ticket price. On the
ticket of this cinema, a piece of stamp with the amount of 1 Chahi was pasted. This
stamp is the first cinema ticket stamp in Iran. Published and consumed by the French
founders of Cinema Soleil. The inscriptions on this stamp are in French. The image of
the French flag (in three colors blue, white, red) with four-pointed stars is engraved on
this stamp, which shows the dependence of this cinema on the French consulate. In the
first line and the last line of this stamp, the amount is "1 Chahi". In the second line, the
title "Cinema Soleil" is mentioned. And in the middle of the stamp is written the phrase
(Au profit des orphelins de la guerre) "In favor of the orphans of war".

i

Ciméma Soleil

Au profit
des orphelins
| de 12 guerre

enes

Tabriz Soleil Cinema Stamp

(Collection of Mr. Behruz Nassre. The image of this stamp will be published for the
first time in this article.)

Charity stamp of 1 Chahi of Soleil Cinema of Tabriz (Sun Cinema) which was published
in the period of Mozaffaruddin Shah for cancellation on cinema tickets. The colors blue
and red are inspired by the French flag. Sample canceled with stamp, only one invalid
sample and five "healthy" (Mint) items have been seen from this tax stamp. Part of the
stamp cancellation that can be read: Consulat General

gnw 1o =&

(Collection of Mr. Tohid Khatibi)



Soleil Cinema Logo:

Alec Seginian's headline, including his name and the logo of Cinema Soleil. The logo
itself includes the 1917 inscription, the name of the cinema in Persian at the top and in
French in the middle and in Armenian at the bottom. The Enlightenment of Christianity
is behind a mountain that may be Sabalan or Ararat, and a red rooster is the symbol of
the Pete Film Company (I'm not sure I spelled it correctly in Persian). (Explanation
from Mr. Sasan Baharaeen, expert and researcher on the history of Iranian Revenue
stamps).

Soleil Cinema Logo
(Collection of Mr. Tohid Khatibi)

Technical characteristics of Soleil cinema stamps in the guide of Iranian Revenue
stamps, by Mr. Sasan Baharaeen:

Type: Movie Theater Charity

Overprints: “Cinema Soleil Au Profit de Orphelins de la Guerre” (For War Orphans’
Benefit) is Printed.

Description: This Stamp Was Printed for War Orphan’s Benefit to be used at “Soli
Cinema” (Later Called Khorshid Cinema) in Tabriz. This Was The First Movie Theatre
Built in Tabriz in 1900 and Closed in 1916.

Denomination: 1 Chahi
Color: Black/Red/Blue
(Sasan Baharaeen & Gordon Brooks, Revenue Stamps of Iran, , 2019, Vol 2, P. 731).

After the charity stamp of "Cinema Soleil" in Tabriz (Unofficially published by the
French founders of Cinema Soleil) About 10 years later, new stamps were formally
prepared and approved by the Ministry of Finance and used on cinema and theater
tickets.



Ahmad Shah 5's Revenue stamp for cancellation on cinema and theater tickets in
1924, The Overprint of "Theater 1303" and "Gilan 1301" are both hand-stamped.
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“Iran Cinema” Ticket in 1928, worth 1 Quran, I Chahi Revenue stamp with print:

"Tehran theater 1307" (Collection of Mr. Ali Shirzad. The image of this ticket will be
published for the first time in this article).

Cinéma Palace

“Cinema Palace” ticket at the beginning of the 1941, worth 10 Rials, 25 dinar stamp
of the Ministry of Finance Reza Shah, (Mr. Ali Shirzad collection. The image of this
ticket will be published for the first time in this article).



Cinema ticket change:

From the beginning of the use of the Revenue stamp on the tickets of the cinema hall
and the theater, the stamp was a separate piece of securities from the ticket to which it
was attached (added). It was then Hand stamped on the stamp attached to the ticket.
This was unprecedented, as from the beginning of the stamp, this small financial receipt
(stamp) was affixed to another object, indicating that the service requester had paid a
fee to the government or company. But gradually, with the transition from Reza Shah
to Mohammad Reza Shah, these two separate pieces (stamp-ticket) appeared in the
category of show tickets and cinema tickets with a new offer, and that was the merger
of stamps and tickets. There was no more news of sticking Revenue stamps on cinema
tickets. Tickets, like stamps, had three main characteristics:

1- Watermark (filigrane) or special security plan in pulp (to prevent counterfeiting)
2- Tooth or perforation for easy separation
3- Enter a specific amount

4- Without entering the amount

The "same shape" ticket for the cinemas, which was published by the Tehran
Municipality, is related to the 1971, 80 Rials, Contains lion and sun Watermark and
the phrase: Iranian government printing house.

Publication of post souvenir stamps with cinematic titles:

The word "film" was first stamped on November 6, 1966. After that, many times during
the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah and the Islamic Republic, the names and emblems
of films, festivals, etc. appeared on stamps.

Commemorative stamp on the occasion of the first International Children's Film
Festival, 1966



Ticket rate:

Cinema ticket price since 1979 Until 2018 Over forty years, it has grown 6,000 times.
The price of a cinema ticket was not more than 25 Rials until the Islamic Revolution.
In the Pahlavi period, cinemas were graded. In Tehran, tickets for first-class cinemas
were 30 Rials and 40 Rials. Each cinema had 2 to 4 ticket prices, with the front seats
being the cheapest. The increasing slope of cinema ticket prices from 25 Rials in 1979
to about 15,000 tomans (for Cinema Complexes) in 2018. Out of 480 active cinemas in
the second Pahlavi period, about 247 cinemas are now active in 60 cities of Iran.

Finally, we thank Mr. Behruz Nassre Esfahani, Sasan Baharaeen, Tohid Khatibi, Farzin
Mossavar Rahmani, Morteza Seyedinejad and Rafik Aghajani for their cooperation and
guidance.

In memory of Massoud Mehrabi, an educated researcher of Iranian cinema (1954-
2020).

In translating this text from Persian to English, We used "Google Translate".
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