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Introduction:

"Iran Postal History" is one of the most beautiful parts of contemporary history, which
is very interesting for the researcher to study due to the availability of its study sources:
"Postal Documents".

One of the critical parts of the history of the Iranian post is the time when the use of
"stamps" on envelopes begins. Exploration about how to print and use the first series of
stamps in Iran Post is an important and interesting topic that we intend to examine in
this article.

Books and articles about the early history of the Iranian post; They agree that the first
stamp used on envelopes is a series known as "Bagheri". (Mehrdad Sadri, Persiphila,
Iran Philatelic Reference, Volume I, Lions of Iran, 2013, pp. 14-16) Fortunately,
examples of envelopes with Bagheri stamps, after more than 150 years, in good
condition (In terms of physical health) have reached the present and reached us.
Although the number of these samples is small.

Background:

The first Iranian postage stamp to be used on an envelope; It was Bagheri's stamp. The
reason for this naming is still shrouded in mystery, and various speculations have been
raised about it. This series of stamps was printed in Iran in 1870 AD, manually and
using the clich¢ "sample stamp load" in a block of 4 and used in the post office.

Bagheri stamp stereotype:

Bagheri stamp series were printed using "Barre Essay Stamp" stereotypes. Therefore,
in order to know the stereotype of Bagheri stamp, one must know the stereotype of the
sample stamp.



Regarding the first official stamp designed for the Iranian Post, known as the "Barre
Essay", which was printed in France in 1867 by order of the Iranian government; It

should be noted that this series included 4 price figures: one Chahi, two Chahi, four
Chahi and eight Chahi.

The original stereotype (excluding price figures) of steel was designed and engraved by
Albert Désiré Barre, head of the Paris Mint Engravers (1818-1878). Then, for each price
figure, 5 copper stereotypes were made from the original stereotype. (Mehrdad Sadri,
Persiphila, Iran Philatelic Reference, Volume I, Lions of Iran, 2013, pp. 5 and 6).

The stereotype was designed in such a way that when printed on a sheet of paper, five
pieces of 1 Chahi number were placed next to each other in a horizontal row, and the
other digits were the same. The full sheet of the stamp consisted of twenty pieces of
stamp. Each sheet of paper was printed twice, which resulted in two half-pages facing
each other. Each half page contained 20 stamps. The "Barre" stamp sheet was printed
in four colors: green, red, blue and purple. Which included a total of 40 stamps in four
price ranges.

The first person to study the sample stamp in depth and achieve accurate findings; The
English lawyer and stamp expert was Walter Dorning Beckton.

(Walter Dorning Beckton, The Barre Impressions of the 1868 Issue, Philatelic Journal
of Great Britain 1926, P:68-71).

Becton was born in 1866 and died in 1931. Becton since 1879. He started collecting
stamps. (Dr. Mohammad Dadkhah, The Early Stamps of the Lion and the Sun of Iran,

Tehran, 1960, pp. 2 and p. 8). After Bakton, Dr. Mohammad Dadkhah completed his
research.

After this introduction, regarding the Barre Essay Stamp stereotype, we will go to how
to print Bagheri stamp.

Bagheri stamp was printed in four price figures: 1 Chahi, 2 Chahi, 4 Chahi, 8 Chahi
(same as the sample stamp). Each stamp of Bagheri was printed in a four-block with a
hand printing machine on different types of paper (glass, thin, thick, corrugated).
(Mehrdad Sadri, Persiphila, Iran Philatelic Reference, Volume 1, Lions of Iran, 2013, p.
27)

In terms of design, Bagheri stamp stereotype is the same as the Barre Essay Stamp
stereotype, which has a slight difference in the details. Hence two hypotheses about its
stereotype:



1. Four of the five stamp stereotypes of the Barre Essay stamp were brought from Paris
to Tehran and with it the Bagheri stamp was printed.

2. Printed on a Barre Essay stamp that was sent to Tehran; A new stereotype has been
prepared for printing Bagheri stamps.

(Mehrdad Sadri, Persiphila, Iran Philatelic Reference, Volume I, Lions of Iran, 2013, p.
7).

Documentary evidence is not yet available to conclusively prove one of these two
options.

After printing, Bagheri stamps were cut and sent to post offices for consumption. Now,
only two complete blocks of a stamp of a Bagheri 1 Chahi are left, which are kept in
Mr. Joseph Hackmey's collection.

Envelope with Bagheri stamp:

Now that we look at the "Bagheri envelopes" and compare them with the envelopes of
later years; We do not find the necessary element of postal envelope components on
Bagheri envelopes. Each postal envelope typically has three main characteristics:
stamp, address, "postmark".

All Bagheri envelopes that were posted from 1870 to 1875 and some of them are now
available; Without exception, they do not have a "Postmark" on stamps and envelopes.

The lack of a "Postmark" on the stamps and envelopes of "Bagheri" has caused many
discussions about why and the originality of this type of early envelopes in Iran among
experts and researchers.

Why is there no postmark on Bagheri's envelopes?

Here is the opinion of a number of contemporary Iranian stamp experts and researchers
who have explained this question:

Dr. Mohammad Dadkhah (the first Iranian researcher of early stamps) writes in
response to the above question:

"Bagheri stamps have been use in Tabriz, Miyaneh, Zanjan, Qazvin and Tehran.
Considering that while sending the main stereotype from Paris, they did not send a
postage stamp to cancel the stamps, so they worked on the envelopes without canceling
them. The envelopes that currently exist with Bagheri stamps are all without
cancellation marks ... The only major cancellation mark on Bagheri stamps is two



crossed lines in the shape of a cross, which for a very short time at the end of the use of
Bagheri stamps with a pen. Were invalidated by it.

Due to this, Bagheri's stamps remained without cancellation, and this caused them to
use the stamps on the envelope again. It is possible that after a while the parents of the
post realized this and had no choice but to take the stamps out of the flow. "It is safe to
say that any postmarks seen on these stamps date back to after 1875 and were made to
the satisfaction of collectors and were not officially marked in the post office." (Dr.
Mohammad Dadkhah, The Early Stamps of the Lion and the Sun of Iran, 1960, p. 14).

Mr. Mehrdad Sadri (researcher and expert on Iranian stamps) writes about the reason
for not using the postmark when using Bagheri stamps:

"Because there was no Postmark to cancel the stamp, Bagheri stamps were used on the
envelopes without the Cancelation postmark; sometimes these stamps were invalidated
by pen and ink. Although it has always been assumed that Bagheri stamps They have
been marked for collectors since 1875, but in any case, I believe that these stamps were
later used for government purposes or on postal invoices, as many "The postage stamps
of Muzaffar al-Din Shah Qajar were later used by the government during the reign of
Ahmad Shah Qajar." (Mehrdad Sadri, Lions of Iran, 2013, p. 36).

Mr. Fereydoon Novin Farahbakhsh (Iranian stamp expert) writes about not using
postmarks on Bagheri's envelopes:

"Early in the use of stamps, there was no cancellation Handstamp or means for
cancellation, and the delegation did not bring a Handstamp or cancellation mark from
Paris to Tehran. This non-cancellation of stamps caused the stamps to be misused at the
end of the period. They cancelled the stamps with their hands and ink with a cross or
similar symbol. (Fereydoon Novin Farahbakhsh, Early Stamps of Iran, 2000, p. 23).

Dr. Fereydoon Abdolifard (Researcher of Post History of Iran) has written on this
subject:

"During the 7 years that the use of this series was common in the post (from 1868 to
1875), canceling stamps on envelopes with cancellation marks or any other special
method was not common, and in the beginning, just sticking stamps on envelopes seems
to be enough. It has arrived, but because this has caused some post office officials to
abuse the used stamps, so after a while to prevent this, it became common to cancel the
stamps with a pen, which is in the form of a cross on the stamps. This is why all the
canceled envelopes and genuine specimens that are available today from this series are
unmarked or have only a cancellation line in the form of a cross, and cancelled stamps



that are rarely in the collections For some people, it does not seem to be related to the
annulment of the post, but in the following years, it was stamped manually as a hobby
or for profit." (Dr. Fereydoon Abdolifard, Iranian Lion and Sun Stamps, 1999, p. 39).

Summarizing the opinion of experts about the lack of postmarks on early Iranian
envelopes is that due to the lack of Handstamps in post offices, stamps (Bagheri) on
envelopes with postmarks have not been canceled; In the last years of using these
stamps, to prevent their re-use, they were crossed with a pen and ink.

Here is a small point that we realize by reflecting on the historical narratives of the
period in question. Care in this point clarifies the reason for the lack of postmarks on
the original envelopes of Iran (known as Bagheri). To make this point, we must first
look at the historical books that specifically examined this period in the history of the
Nasserite period; From this route, we came to get acquainted with the social climate of
the historical area that we are considering, then by studying the "first hand" documents,
we will be specifically informed about the heart of the event on which we have focused.

Dr. Fereydoon Adamiyat (a prominent historian of the Qajar period) wrote a book in
1972 entitled: "The idea of progress and the rule of law of the Sepahsalar era."

"This is a new treatise on the history of new social and political ideas in Iran in relation
to the policy of progress and the record of reforms from 1859 to 1880." (Dr. Fereydoon
Adamiyat, The Thought of Progress and the Rule of Law of the Sepahsalar Era, Second
Edition, 1977, p. 7).

In the public services section, he writes about the post office and postage stamps,
quoting documents related to Mirza Hossain Khan Sepahsalar (Prime Minister):

"The printing press, which was regulated on a new basis in 1850 and a law was written
for it - had not progressed until twenty years after the European Post Office was
established. At the beginning of Mirza Hussein Khan Sepahsalar's presidency, a new
appointment was made And so it was announced: the meaning of the new order is that
the people are sure of the accuracy of the receipt and delivery of their messages. The
cost of transporting paper to each city was set at 4.6 grams, four Chahis or two hundred
dinars, and for postal deposits of 3 kilos per 6.24 kilometers, one hundred dinars was
set. Stamps were not yet common, instead government seals were used in various colors.
Geometric numbers were engraved on the seals, not context digits. A bill of lading was
printed to carry the deposit."

And in the same paragraph he has given the explanation in a footnote: "Purple seal
which has the number one geometric instead of 1 Chahi; Green seal which has the



number two for 2 Chahi; A blue seal with the number four is 1 Abbasi; "The red seal
with the number eight was assigned to the 2 Abbasis." (Dr. Fereydoon Adamit, The
Thought of Progress and the Rule of Law of the Sepahsalar Era, Second Edition, 1977,
p. 453).

To clarify the discussion, we turn to a first-hand historical source that specifically
informs the public about the events and announcements of the post office (during the
reign of Nasser al-Din Shah): "Incidental Events Newspaper" (Vaqaye'e Ettefaqiye).

"Vagaye Etefaqiyeh newspaper was established by Amir Kabir in the fourth year of the
reign of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar. The first issue was published on Friday, February 7,
1851 in Tehran. In 1861, the newspaper Vaqaye Etefaqiye was renamed the "Newspaper
of the Supreme Government of Iran" (Mehrdad Sadri, Shiran Iran, 2013, p. XI).

At the time of Mirza Hossein Khan Sepahsalar, the Prime Minister, Mr. Mirza Ali Khan
was the Secretary of Administration, in charge of managing the affairs of the post
offices of Iran. He made laws and amendments to regulate the affairs of the post offices
through The newspaper of the Supreme Government of Iran (Ruzname-ye-dowlat-
e'eliyah Iran) Issue 69 was published on January 28, 1872 and was made public. The
text of the announcement is as follows:

“Announcement of the Supreme Post Office: In order to limit and determine the postage
fee in carrying the writings, correspondence, order and acceptance of the items and
trusts that are given to the post office, as is customary in every country, a special seal
with the lion and sun emblem has been established. And the signatures of the parents of
the Supreme Government of the Post Office in each province and each point have
enforced and published the said seal, which after the subsequent benefits of this has
facilitated and general order in the receipt of writings and parcels, some of the
disadvantages that are common in this case. It should be blocked, which means that the
owners of letters and trusts who use the post office as a means of communicating,
consider their duty to pay its real wages, be relieved of the greed and expectations of
postmen and be sure of the accuracy of receiving and communicating their shipments.

The fee for transporting paper within each protected country is set at 4.6 grams for four
kings, which is two hundred dinars, and the right to carry a deposit of 3 kilograms for
every 6.24 kilometers is set at one hundred dinars. And to protect this law, the
government seal is available in the following colors and badges in detail in all post
offices:

"Purple seal with geometric number 1 instead of 1 Chahi.



A green seal with the number 2 is common instead of 2 Chabhis.
Blue seal with the number 4 is common in 1 Abbasi.

The red seal with the number 8 will be accepted instead of the 8 Chahis who are 2
Abbasis.

People who write to post offices are explicitly told that no paper is free in the post office
without government seal. And do not be at all sure that the post office will take action
in communicating this type of writing, but they will confiscate it and receive the lack
of the usual fee for its transportation and implementation. And in delivering and
submitting the deposit to the post office and paying the shipping fee, the borrower of a
printed sheet that is the post office receipt will be priced at 2 shillings. The post office
of that city seals and gives the borrower a loan to receive the sent loan from the post
office at the destination according to the said receipt. Letters containing a document and
a commercial letter to the recipient must clearly state to the post office what kind of
document is in the envelope. On the other hand, for every 4.6 grams, 2 Abbasis should
be paid, especially the post office, assuming that it is properly communicated." (Iran
Newspaper, No. 1 to 208, National Library of Iran, Tehran, 1995, p. 273).

In this official announcement of the post office, important points are clearly explained
to the people:

1- In order to regulate the receipt of postal items and deliver them to the destination,
colorful seals with the role of lion and sun have been made, each of which has a
specific rate and these seals have been sent to all post offices in the country.

2- When the post office receives the shipment from the customer, according to its
weight, it receives a certain amount from the customer and a certain seal in
proportion to the received cost is pasted on the shipment. For this envelope (for
example) 4 Chahis has been received by the post office. And shipments that do
not have a "seal" will not be acted upon.

3- In the case of postal deposits, a "receipt" worth 2 Chahis is issued, according to
which all the details of the sender, receiver, etc. are written, according to which
they can request their delivery from the post office at the destination.

4- 1f the post office customers want to send documents and securities by post, they
should inform the post office manager and pay the fee.

Conclusion:

What we know today as "Bagheri Stamp"; At the time of its use on postal envelopes, it
was known as the "colored government seal".



It can now be concluded that the use of "colored government seals" (known as Bagheri
stamps) on envelopes and postal items was correct and reasonable at the time of their
use.

It is clearly stated that this piece of colored patterned paper, referred to in the
proclamation text as "government seals", was known as a "seal", so there was no need
to re-seal the government seal. Repetition has been repeated. And they clearly write that
postage stamps were not common yet. In other words, in this period of postal history,
the government seal had a "paper" identity, not a postage stamp that we now know that
has no paper identity, only an ink role. Contrary to what we call "stamp" today, "Bagheri
stamp" 1s known as "government seal".

"Bagheri stamp" was considered as a "government or official seal" that specified the
amount paid by the customer to send his shipment to the destination.

In other words, when the package or envelope was delivered to the customer by the
postman, the weight was determined and they received a certain amount from the
customer based on the "Postal Rate Guide". Then, the equivalent of the received amount
of "colored government paper seal" (Bagheri stamp) was affixed to the envelope or
package so that it would be clear to the post office operators that the customer or the
owner of the shipment had enough money to send it in full. Paid at the destination. With
this account, they no longer saw the need to multiply another "seal" on this "seal".

In the following years, after seeing the abuse of some of the post office operators or
customers in reusing the "colored government seals" (Bagheri stamps) used on the
envelopes and ... drawing an ink pen as a cross mark on these "seales It i1s common to
prevent the re-use of these "colored government seals".
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This article was rewritten in April 2021 and translated into English.
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