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Background:

Post has long played an important role in social life. With the recent advances in
communication in the modern age, not only has the role of "post" not diminished,
but its scope of efficiency has been increased.

Parcel Post (postal cargo) is a shipment that includes any type of authorized goods
that are sent from the origin to the destination by the post office. In order to
guarantee and track the delivery of "goods" deposited to the post office, a receipt is
issued for each loan. In the Parcel Post receipt, the details of the shipment are
recorded: name of the sender, name of the recipient, destination, origin, weight of
the goods, date of sending and date of receipt of the loan. On the receipt, a special
"Parcel Post" stamp will be affixed and canceled on the amount calculated for the
cost of sending the goods (based on weight and distance).

The historical background of "Parcel Post" in " New post of Iran" dates back to the
time of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar. The most important route of entry and exit of
trade goods between Europe and Iran was through Russia. In 1883 Russia imposed
heavy customs duties, preventing the entry and exit of trade goods between Iran and
Europe. This situation led to the transportation of goods by mail in the form of
"postal deposit". This made the post even more prosperous. (Iraj Roodgar Kia Dara,
An overview of the postal history of Iran, 1997, pp. 154, 268)

During the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah, the current issued postage stamps were
used for "Parcel Post receipts". Usually large numbers of postal (Krani) stamps
were used for this purpose. During this period, no special stamp was issued for the
"Parcel Post" receipt.



Parcel Post Stamps:

For the first time in 1909 during the reign of Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar, a special
stamp was issued for "Parcel Post". For this purpose, the postage stamps of
"Mohammad Ali Shah" were printed in two ways:

Figure 1: Figure 26 Shahi from the postal series of Mohammad Ali Shah,
commissioned by the Post Office of Iran in the printing house of Anshede in the
Netherlands (the printing house that printed the stamp series of Mohammad Ali
Shah) The meaning of "Colis Postaux" was Parcel Post. This Overprint was printed
with black ink on stamps by a printing press. (Fereydoun Farahbakhsh, The Stamps
of Iran, 2016, p. 76).

Figure 2: The handstamp of "Colis Postaux" was stamped in blue and sometimes
black on the postal series of Mohammad Ali Shah. From 1 Chahi to 10 Kran, it was
printed and consumed for this purpose.

After the stamps were affixed to the receipt; The stamp was stamped with the
French word "Colis Postaux" (postal packages). Because it was done manually; In
some receipts, part of the Overprint of stamp on the receipt paper is also engraved.
(Fereydoun Farahbakhsh, The Stamps of Iran, 2016, p. 76).

Postage parcel receipts with "Colis Postaux" printing (two types of machine and
manual) have been used in the border cities of northern and northeastern Iran with
Russia: “Bandar Anzali” and “Hudan”.

These stamps are used on two types of "receipts":

1. Shipping Receipt (Bulletin d'expédition)

2. Value Declaration Receipt (Valeur Declaree)
These receipts were received and archived by the "post office" and eventually (after
the follow-up period) were destroyed so that they would not be misused. For this
reason, most of the existing receipts have been cut, leaving only the stamps. Only
13 examples of such receipts are now fully available. (Behruz Nassre and Vahid
Behkar, Bajgiran and stamps cut, World of Stamps Monthly, No. 125, November
2017, p. 18).

About 6 years later, in 1915 during the reign of Ahmad Shah, in the middle of the
First World War, stamps were used for the second time for the use of Parcel Post
receipts and were used in post offices. This series, like the previous series, was
prepared as an overprint of "Colis Postaux" on the series "Ahmad Shah's
coronation".



In this series, in addition to the French phrase "Colis Postaux", the Persian phrase
"Parcel Post" (i <ill) was also included in the Overprint.

After the series of "Parcel Post" on the stamps of "Ahmad Shah coronation", until
the end of the Qajar period, no new stamp "Parcel Post" was issued.

The special postage stamp (for Parcel Post) was not issued during Reza Shah's
reign. Current postage stamps were used on the "Parcel Post receipt".

During the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, on 20 May 1958, the first
series of stamps for "Parcel Posts" was issued. (Fereydoun Farahbakhsh, The
Stamps of Iran, 2016, p. 245) Before this (during the Qajar period), "Parcel Post"
stamps were published in Overprint.

This stamp is equal to the amount of fare received from the customer for freight; It
was affixed to the Parcel Posts receipt (bill of lading) and was canceled with the
postmark of the destination post office.

The first series of postage stamps was issued in 11 digits. From 50 dinars (brown)
to 200 rials (green). The series was printed on paper with Watermark (Filigran) No.
2. The tooth size of this stamp is 12.5

Watermark (Filigran) is a faded (invisible) image that is exposed to light by holding
the paper against the light. Paper with Filigran number 2 has been used in stamp
printing in the period of August 1334 to October 1336 solar. (Fereydoun
Farahbakhsh, The Stamps of Iran, 2016, p. 12).

On the back of the series, a rectangular box with the word "Iran" (IRAN) was
printed in reverse in black. In the printing on the back of the stamp, " Unstable ink"
has been used. The characteristic of this type of ink is that it is removed from the
paper dissolved in water. If the postage stamp is placed in the water, the rectangular
box and the word printed on the back of the stamp will disappear. This feature is
built-in to increase security and prevent fraud.

The box printed on the back of the first series postage stamps is in two sizes:
1. 20 by 28 mm
2.16 by 24 mm

The second series of "Parcel Post" stamps was printed and published in 1961, three
years after the publication of the first series of "Parcel Post" due to the lack of this
stamp in post offices. The second series was in seven digits. From 5 Rials to 200
Rials, in this series of small digits (50 dinars, 1 Rial, 2 Rials, 3 Rials) were not
published.



The second series of "Parcel Post" stamps was printed on paper with "Filigran"
number 3. The size of the black rectangular box printed on the back of the stamp of
the second series of Parcel Post is 20 by 28 mm.

The tooth size of the second series of "Parcel Post" stamps is 12.5

The third series of "Parcel Post" stamps was published several times from 1964 to
1967. The figures of this series are from 2 Rials to 200 Rials. The third series was
printed on two different types of paper and glue:

1. Chalky paper and with thin white gum
2. Rough paper and shiny gum
(Fereydoun Farahbakhsh, The Stamps of Iran, 2016, p. 246).

The third series of "Parcel Post" stamps was printed on paper with "Filigran" No. 5.
The size of the black rectangular box printed on the back of the stamp of the second
series of postal deposits is 16 by 24 mm. The teeth of the stamps of this series are
12.5

Note: Due to the fact that the three series of postage stamps are similar in terms of
color and amount; The only way to distinguish one series from another is by
identifying the Watermark (Filigran).

The fourth series of "Parcel Post" stamps was published in 1981, during the Islamic
Republic, in three digits: 50 Rials, 100 Rials and 200 Rials. The 100 Rials stamp
was printed using Zinc (Printing Plate) or the previous series printing stencil, but
for the 50 and 200 Rials figures, a new stencil was designed. The fourth series was
printed on paper with "Watermark" No. 5

The black rectangle and the word Iran were not printed on the back of the stamps of
the fourth series of "Parcel Post".

The fourth series of "Parcel Post" stamps was used in the post for a short time. The
reason was that this series was printed on paper with Filigran number 5 (image of a
lion and the sun with the phrase of the imperial government of Iran), so this series
was out of use. (Fereydoun Farahbakhsh, The Stamps of Iran, 2016, p. 472).

After this date, 1981 till now (2021) no new stamp for "postal loans" has been
printed and issued.



*In the end, I would like to thank the cooperation of gentlemen: Behruz Nassre
Esfahani, Iraj Eftekhar, Bjorn Sohrne, Nezam Ansari, Hadi Mirzayi, Vahid Behkar,
Ghasem Safari, Mostafa Tahoori and Hossein Mohammad Hosseini.

** In translating this text from Persian to English, I used "Google Translate".
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