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Post, a victim of banditry during the Qajar period
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Chronic economic and political instability during the 134-year Qajar period had paved
the way for the aggression of opportunists and greedy people over the lives and property
of the people. Part of this disorder was reflected in road insecurity. Numerous examples
of historical reports and world observations on road robbery and looting have been
recorded and are available. (Nafisi, Saeed, History of the Imperial Reza Shah Pahlavi
from 3 Esfand 1299 to 24 Shahrivar 1320, Tehran: Central Council of the Imperial
Foundations of Iran, 1344 pp. 26-32).
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It is the duty of every government to ensure road safety. During the Qajar period,
activities were carried out by the government to achieve this goal, but most of these
decisions and actions did not lead to results. Fath Ali Shah Qajar invited the French
General Gardane (Claude Matthieu, Count Gardane) to Iran to organize military affairs.
At the beginning of the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah, Mirza Taghi Khan Amir Kabir
followed this issue. During this period, the Austrian Conte de Monte Forte was hired
for this purpose.

In order to protect the roads, a section called "Qarasuran" (Colonel of the caravan
guards) was established, but in practice, providing road safety was one of the
responsibilities of the region. (Taghavi, Seyed Mostafa, Security in the Reza Shah
Period, Tehran: Institute for the Study of Contemporary Iranian History, 1389, p. 20).

The year 1284 (Solar) was the beginning of a new economic crisis in Iran. On the one
hand, cholera became widespread in the country, and on the other hand, farmers' crops



were poor. The background to this new crisis in Iran was the stagnation of trade in the
north due to the war between Russia and Japan. "Food prices rose rapidly, as in the
cities of Tehran, Tabriz, Rasht and Mashhad, in the first quarter of this year, sugar
became 33% more expensive and wheat 90% more expensive." (Wikipedia, the entry
for the Iranian Constitutional Movement). Customs revenue was reduced and the
government's request for a foreign loan was denied. The government inevitably raised
taxes on traders to make up for the budget deficit. These unrests gradually led to public
protests that eventually led to the August Revolution of 1285 (Solar). And the issuance
of the constitutional decree led.

The conflict between the political factions and the post-constitutional crisis in different
parts of the country caused more turmoil in the country's military forces.

In this situation, some insurgents were lurking on the roads and intercity roads. They
robbed any caravan or cargo that they thought was of interest to them. The robberies
ranged from merchants' personal cargo to government cargo, such as carts of cargo and
postal items.

Including areas where looting occurred frequently; It was a Persian region. Post office
cargo sent from Bushehr to Shiraz; It was robbed almost twice a month. This issue was
so prevalent that the lost merchants thought of using personal couriers to solve this
problem.

Habal Al-Matin newspaper (Calcutta edition) published an article in this regard on the
19th of Dhi Al-Qaeda, 1324 (AH) (13 Day, 1285 (Solar), equal to 17 December 1906
AD), 14th year, No. 19, pages 14 and 15:

"Another issue that has been inherited by the merchants is the theft of the government
post, which steals the post once or twice a month, and the merchants have to take a
duplicate from you. Last night I was at the house of one of the respected merchants and
a group was present. At this time, the caravan and the pedestrian do not work,
everything they do is the post and the head of the post. Let 's cut off our referrals from
the post office altogether, but let' s move on to other things, because we see that the
head of the post office has been beaten, rubbed, which belongs to the government itself.
No one can hear him at all, so woe to us, it 's better that Let's act according to the
meaning of the holy verse (Faatbruwa or Oli Al-Absar). "

(Hamidi, Seyed Jafar, Bushehr in the Qajar Press, Tehran: Institute for the Study of
Contemporary Iranian History, 1378, pp. 61 and 62).
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Abdolhossein Mirza Farmanfarma in the Persian mission in 1295 (Solar). He writes to
his son Salar Lashkar:

"During the time that we have entered Shiraz, there have been extraordinary complaints
and grievances from Kerman, Yazd, Khorasan and the surrounding area about the evils
and serious thefts of the miscreants, the thefts of Mamasani and the fourteen, and so on.
Internal calm was issued to prevent the stolen property from being returned, and we
took the necessary measures, but there was no way out, until at this time we wanted to
train and send a group to these positions. "There are rumors circulating around us that
the issue has been left to us for spending or for personal gain [that] he was depressed
and remorseful about it." (Ettehadiyeh, Mansoureh, The Context of Livelihood in the
Qajar Era, The First Context, Governance and Property, Tehran: History of Iran
Publishing, 1362, p. 13, footnote 2).

After the formation of the National Assembly, on 13 Day, 1289 (Solar), the bill for the
formation of the "Gendarmerie" was proposed and approved. For this purpose, a
military delegation under the command of Colonel Yalmarsen on 23 Amordad 1290
(Solar). They came to Iran. This organization also did not perform well in road safety
due to reasons such as lack of funding.

After the coup d'etat of Seyed Zia-ud-Din Tabatabai on 3 Day, 1299 (Solar). Reza Khan
Mirpanj, who took over the Ministry of War; He merged the gendarmerie with the
Cossack force and on 14 Day, 1300 (Solar). He announced the order to form the "Army"
organization. (Taghavi, Seyed Mostafa, Security in the period of Reza Shah, pp. 37 and
38) In this decree, the country was divided into five sections and an army was assigned
to each section to provide security:

1- Central section, 1st Division, based in Tehran
2- Northwest part, 2nd Division, based in Tabriz

3- Western part, 3rd Division, based in Hamedan



4- Southern part, 4th Division, based in Isfahan
5- Eastern part, 5th Division, based in Mashhad

A decade later, road robberies and thefts dropped dramatically and road safety was
restored.

What was narrated; It was a small part of the turmoil of the suffering people of Iran in
the late Qajar period that their lives and lives were plundered during internal and
external events.

* In writing the text, I have used the guidance of Mr. Sasan Baharaeen, for which I
thank him.

** Envelopes with a picture in the text; In order to acquaint the reader with the shape
and image of postal items in the time frame, it is discussed and is not directly related to
the subject.

*%%* In translating this text from Persian to English, I used "Google Translate".
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